Wallace update 5/20/72 

This morning’s Poet ha : 3 lit:le 011 -*remer (ticketed for speeding 20 mile::- inside LY 
driving toward Pa* 4/l5> 75 in 65 milo zone), is mostly on Lixon’s visit to 'Wallace 
Vano. thi 3 excessive praises on leaving are a separate commentary ana a mark of Ids 
concern for the Wall ce vote), a ai includes an interview vdth the chief of Wallace's 
Alabama security, the wounded Lothard. The latter is little short of incredibl . and addresses 
not the possibility of protecting controversial figures or anyone from professional assassins 
but the professional incompetence of those who do* 

It sc was intolerable to me tiiat the Secret ^ervico would accept divided authority* 

Yet Bothnrd makes clear tiiat when V/allace asked if he might wain into the crovrd at Laurel, 
where it hap ;.ned, ho, not the chief of the Secret Service escort, assented* There simply 
has to be one single authority in such matters* 

It now turns out that there had been more violence and more threats than had been 
reported earlier* There are conflicting accounts of an arrest in Baltimore a bit earlier, 
one version being an armed man was taken an another escaped, while the police says there 
is no such record, nothing but a nan turned away because he had a t argar pen/ (Visible? 

In his hands?) There secra 3 to bo no dispute that another ra£in had an open knife ana that 
h also was turned away* There was a throwing bee at handover, which is closer to Washington 
than ~aurel but close enough to ^aurel. At least one rock hit Wallace there* here in 
Frederick, Wallace was sot; upon on entering the Armosry and again in leaving it* And at 
Wheaton, the security people seemed to sense enough hostility in the crowd for Wallace 
not to press the flesh* These and other considerations should have dominated the thinking, 
reaction and attitudes of the security people at ~aurol* I find it incredible that because 
they felt a better ovc all attitude in the crowd they could conceive that each and every 
individual in it was well disposed* nil of this violence except that at Vigors town was 
within an hour’s drive of 'Laurel, most much loss* Hagerstown can 1 1 be more than 1 l/2 hrs 
away, no distance at all, superhighway most of the way by the shorter mileage and all the 
way by what is longer but may tokuless tine. 

It now turns out tiiat there are Wo shifts and that they cliange promptly at 4 p*m* 

Tiiat should be obvious to anyone watching rallies for even a short period of time and 
in itself is crazy " security” • It can bo understood that one shift might be needed at 
8 a* in* ana another until mi uni ht, but need they all shift so ostontatiou. ly, at one tine? 


Burlier in th*. week, haul Val ntino \;a - much more critical timn - 1 was inclined to 
bo about the failures of. i the security forces. I am now coming to iiispoint of view, that 
they did fail* 1 sup ose ray feeling was that a determined assassin can’t have Ids attempt 
thwarted* In this case I am coining co believe it coulu aria snould have been® With all this 
violence somebody should have boon studying the pictures. And if reporters or photographers 
coul.i spot a rather conspicuoys person like Bremer was, police should have ..one so more 
readily if they were doing their job* That should have i -.eluded a study of all pictures* 

Our local police, which prevented serious trouble but did not attempt to prevent minor 
damage, liad complete pictures of tiie crowd* They have* not spotted Bremer in them and they 
have, since the shooting, studied them* In the current political climate 1 tldnk tide is 
proper police work, not repression. In Hagerstown, th,; pictures are not complete, tiiat 
is, uo not take in al± of tin crowd* Lrcraer does not show there, either* in have had no 
report on Baltimore or handover, out if Brener shows in pictures there, then tide, thing 
becomes even less tolerable* 


The Post selects from an nP story that includes quotes of Cornelia Wallace an 
interestin expression that, I think, bears on my analyrds that humph an- ; Wallace liave 
some tilling going. Bhe does not say he will run only as candidate for Pro si lent, lathe . she 
says tiiat for the ^eraos to win lie must be on the ticket, a fairly open bid for second place# 
And a rather incerosting parallel with the apparent Connolly move, ^gnow, by th-; way, showed 
his longest and most haggard face to date on TV yesterday saying it does not mono political 
sense for the no* 2 man to bo of a different girty® ho:; fast tiiat can change* Bo, I tldnk 
ho has gotten the message, if not the word. HW 


